Not Proteflants for rejetting, but the Church of Rome for impoſing 
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Briefly ſtated and tendred to the Conſide- 
_ ration of all Sober and Impartial men, 
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upon the Faith, of Chriſtians , Dottrines unwritten and wunne- 
CL[f AT » and for Aifturbing the Churches Peace » and dividine 
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| The Publiſher of this Treatiſe 
£5 M9 THE +4 | 


” Chriſtian: and Candid REtavD rx” 


Hough Opinions ſhould be weighed, not by the Reputation of the 
F Amthors which aeliver , but bythe ſtrength of the Argument, 
; which defend them "yet it ts toguſual with nnobſerving Readers, 
to ſlaght the Argument for the Author's ſake;, and to conſider , not {o 
much what ts ſaid, 4s, who it i that ſayes it, Which being the common 
Fate of moſt Diſcourſes, ſuch eſpecially as do at all medale with that ex- 
cellent but too much abuſed Notion of Chriſtian Liberty,do moſt expoſe 
the Writers to ct ah * The moſt obvious Character that uf aſtned upon 
ther: betne, that they arg Men either of Looſe, or elſe of Fattious Princi- 
ples: lind ſo being aiſcreatted,before they are read; their books how ſober 
Joever, do not remove,but only ſettle and fix the Preconceived Prejudice; 
45 in diſeaſed ſtomacks, every thing they take turns to nouriſh and to 1n- 
creaſe the Humor. On,  . 
That this is like to be the Fortune of this ſmall Treatiſe,T have rea(on 
to expect; and therefore T have (uffered it to run abroad into the world 
without a Name,like one of thoſe Av [oy4rvnTu fpt@n, Pliny Mentions; As if 
it were Born of Tt ſelf, and begotten witheat a Parent. That ſo thoſe few 
Readers it may meet with, may only faſten upon the Faults of the Diſ- 
conrſe it ſelf, without diverting themſelves unto that Queſtion, which 
all Times," 45 well as Sauls,(2 Sam.10.12,)have malice enough to make 
s Proverbof, But whois their Father ? Tet Chriſtian Reader, that it 
may appear only with its own Fanults,and have no aggravating Saſpicions | 
upon it, from any af cg: of the" Author's Deſiene or Humour, I have 
adveniared to give thee this Account of Him. 
Firſt, That He s es A(ſertour of the Dodtrine of the Church 
of England, zs it i rontained in the 39.Articles ; and for that which s 
the Prime Branch of Diſcipline, vis. Epiſcopacy, or the Subordina- 
tion between Biſhops and Presbyters;” he doth own it to be of Apoſto- 
lical Inſtitution #hat&, a he underſtands it, Juxe Divino. At leaf 
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be thinks himſelf able to ſpeak as much for the Order of Biſhops is ite; 


Church, as any can for the Baytizing of Infants, for the Change of 
the Sabbath, or for any thing elſe, which hath no particular Divine 
Precept, but only Primitive Practice and Example to warrant it. 4nd 
therefore in Conformity to this Principle of His, when the Biſhops were 
ſunk loweſt, not only for Pomp, but likewiſe for Reputation; and when 
ne temptation either of Profit or Cenvenience, but rather the comrary, 
conld work upon him, He then choſe to be ordained a Presbyter by one 
of thcm + which i a greater Argument of his one and Stedfaſtneſs 
in Trudement, then moſt of thoſe, who now ſignalize themsfelves by 
Diſtinttive Habits, can pretendto; ſince ſuch may reaſonably be pre- 
ſumed to wear them, either becauſe they are the Faſhion, or elſe the way 
to Preferment. | 

Secondly, This I muſt [ay likewiſe,that none i more [atisfied with the 
Preſent Government ,or hath a more Loyall and Afettionate Eſteem for 
his Majeſties Perſon and Prudence , then this Writer : andtherefore 
inſtead of declaiming againſt, or too rigid re-enforcing our Old Rites, 
fitted only for the Infancy of the Charch (theſe being as it were its ſwad- 
ling-clonts,and at the beſt ds but ſhuw its Minority) he doth heartily wiſh 
that all Parties would azree to referre the whole Cauſe of Ceremonies to 
his Majeſties ſine/e Deciſion : from whoſe unwearied endeavours in Pro- 
curine firit, and afterwards in PaſSing ſs full an Amneſty of all our Ci- 
vill Dilcords ; we need not doubt but we may obtaine, that th:ſe Apples 
of Eccleſiaſtical Contention may be removed out of the way, Which are 
{o very Trifles, that they would vaniſh of themſelves, but that ſome mens 
Pride, others want of Merit make them ſo ſollicitous to continue them; 
leaft if thoſe little Things were ozce taken away, they ſhould want ſome- 
thing whereby to make themſelves Remarkeable, 

Laftly, He doth profeſs yet farther, that as to himſelf he needs not that 
Liberty, which here he pleads for - ſince, though for the Preſent hz doth 
make uſe of that Indulzence, which his Majelty hath been pleaſed to al- 
low-unto Tender Conliciences,, To all Rationall and Sober Chriſtians: 
(the-continuence of which, he dares not ſa much wrong his Majeſtics 
Goodneſs, as oxceto queſtion) yet ſhauld his Majeſty be prevailed upon 
for ſome Reaſon of State, to enjoyne Outward Contormity ; th4 Wri- 

fr 


TO THE READER. 

ter ts reſolved, by the Help of God, either to ſubmit with Chearfullneſs, 
.or elſe to [uffer in ſilence, For as there # an Adive Diſobedience, viz. 
to Reſiſt, which is a Practice he abhorres ;, ſo there is a Paflive Diſobe- 
cience, and that « to-Repine, which he can by no means Approve off. 
Since whatever He cannot DRY do, hz thinks himſelf obliged 
10 ſuffer for, mith as much Foy, and with 4s little Reluctance, as 708 
other Att of obedience was called for from hims, 

Having ſaid this concerning the Author, 1 need wot ſpeak mach con- 
by  cerning the Argument z but only this , that it mas not written out of 
jl F anity or Oftentation of Wit ; but as a Qucition , tn which he « re- 
\ ally unſats "em ; and therefore thought him|clf._ bound to impart his 

Doubts, which having done ts many in Djſcourſe with little Fd or 
| ſatufadtion;, he hath now Communicated them to the World, b ing 
they may light into [nch mens hands, who may be prevailed upon, ip not 
to alter the Fudgement, yet at leaſt to moderate the Paſiion of ſome, who 
would put out our Eyes, becauſe we cannot ſee with their Spectacles, 
and who have placed Ceremonies about Religion, a little too truely as a 
Fence, for they ſerve to keep ont all others 740 their Communion. All 
t berefore which this Treatiſe aims at, is briefly to prove this, ----That 
none is to Hedge up the Way to Heaven ; or by icattering Thornes 
and Puntilioes in ic,to make Chriſtianity more Cumberſome, Te- 
dious and Difficult , then Chriſt hath left it,  Tha# #s iy ſbort, 
That none can Impoſe, what our Saviour in his Infinite Wiſedome 
- did not think Neceſlary, and therefore left Free. 
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Farewell. 
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|] GREAT. QUESTION 
Concerning | 
Things. Indifferent in Religious V Vorſhip, 
: - " -— "> Yael — 


Stated and tendred to the Conſideration © all 
ſober and Impartiall men. . _ 
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Authority upon them, But is ſhall. not. be. ſo. among you : from ** 


riles do exerciſe Dominion over them, and We that are great, exerciſe Mar. 25. 
# 
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whence they inferre, that all who will be. Chriſts 1ſ[cipies, are 
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Concernine Things Indifferent 


becauſe the PraQtice of the Chriſtian world, down from Conſtan- 
2ines time, even inthe moſt Reformed Churches, hath carricd ic 
in the Affirmative for Chriſtian Magiſtracy ; and the contrary Do- 
&rine, beſides the Gap it opens to all Civill Confuſion, is buile 
only upon ſome remote Conſequences from Scripture, rather then 
any dire& proof. I will therefore admit that a Chriſtian may law- 
fully exerciſe the Higheſt place of Magiſtracy , «ny, as the A poſtle 
ſairh in another caſe, i» the Zora, 1. not extending bis Commit- 
ſion farcher then the Word of God doth warranthim. . -- 
2. Iwill ſuppoſe that there are ſome things ih their own Nature 
Indifferent, I mean, thoſe Outward Circumſtances of our Actiors; 
which the Law of God hath left Freeand Arbicrary, @virg us 0fi- 
| ly generall Preceptsfor the Uſe of thera either way : Such are, Dy 
all things to the glory of God, And, Do what makes moFZt for edif;- 
eation, andthe like, which Rules whoever obſerves, may inthings 
Indifferent, either do or forbear them, as he in his Chriſtian pru- 
dence ſhall think Convenient. ' : 
Of theſe indifferent things ſome are Purely (o, as the 7;meand 
Place of meeting for Religious Worſhip; which feem to: me, to 
be ſo very Indiffcrent, that they cannot without grear violence, be 
_ wreſted to any ſuperſtitious Obſeryance ; 'and therefore concern-. 
ing theſe I do not diſpute. "© 
Other things there are commonly ſuppoſed Indifferent in their 
own Nature, but by Abuſe have become occaſions of Superſtition ; 
. fuchasare, Bowing at tbe name of Tem, the Crofs in Bapti[me, 
' Piflures w Churches, Surplices in: Preaching , "Kneeling at the 
Sacrament, 'fet' Formes of Prayer, andthe like, All' which ſeem 
ro ſome Indifferent in their own Nature, and byaby, who is per- 
firaded ini his Conſcience of the Lawfulineſs of them, withour doubt 
may lawfullyenqugh be praiſed ;/ yer Thold it utrerly-nnlawfull 
for 8ny Chriſtian Magiſtrate tojmpoſethe tiſe of them. And thar for 
___ REES > 3 
.* Firſt, Becauſe itis directly contrary to the Nature of Chriſtian 
Religion in generall, which in every part fit is to be Free and Un- 
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forced ; for ſince the Chriſtian Mapfrars cannot, as Ithink now 

all ProteſtantWriters do agtee, force hisReligionupon any, butis 

ro leave. even thoſe poare Creatures the Fews and Mahamedans 

to their utibelief (though they certainly periſhin it) rather then 

. by FinesandImpriſonments to torture them out of it; then much 
| | leſs 


leſs may heabridg his Fellow Chriſtian, in things of leſſer Moment, 
and which-concerne \not the ſubſtanceof his Religion, from uſing 
thar Liberty in __ God, which his Conſcience prompts him 
to, and the Natureof his Rakgoo.dot waxrantbimin; For God 
_ loves archearfull' giver, fo likewiſe 8 cbearfull Worſhipper, ace 
cepting of no more, then we willingly performe. 

Secondly, And more partichlarly. This umpoſing of things In- 
different, is dire&ly contrary to Goſpe/-Preceps. Our Saviour doth 


in many places Enveigh - ann the Rigid and Impoſing Pheriſzes, Mat. 23. 


for laying yoakesr upon others, and therefore invitesall ro come un- 


to him for Freedome, Take my yoake upon you, ſaith he, for it & Mat.rr. 
eaſir, and my burdens « light. And, If the Sonne ſet you Free, Joh.'8.36. 


then are you Free indeed Where by Freedome Ido not only un- 
derſtand Freedome from fon, bur from all Hamane Impoſirions; ſince 
the Apoſtle Pax doth ſeem to allude unto this place, inthat Com- 
mand of his to the Galatians, Srand faſt in the Liberty, where- 


with Chrift hath made you Free, and, be. not again gs with Gal.s.. * 


the Yoake of Bondage, where, thatI may prevent an ObjeRion, 
I will cl nt,. that by Toake of Bondage, heunderſtands Ciroumci/- 
on and other Zewiſh Ceremonies.; bur from thence I will draw an 
unanfwerable Argument againſt the urging of any other now upon 
. a Chriſtian Account, lince that the Afo/airall Ceremonies which 


had ſo much:to pleadfor themſelyes, upon the. Account of their 


Divine Originall ; and which, even after they were fullfilled by 
.onr Saviour:, {tillremained indiflerent in their Uſe, and were ſo 
praiſed by Pavl,yetwhen ings were Impoled, andaNeceſ- 
{iry pleaded for their Continuance, the Anoſtle Writes ſo ſharply 
48ainſt rhem, exborting the Galatians ro ftand faſt in rheir-Liberry, 


as part of our Saviours purchaſe. If this, I ſay, was the-caſe with: 


| thoſe Mid Rites, then much leſs. can apy' now impole an inven- 
_ tel Borme of Worſhip, fot which there cannoribe pretended the 
eat warrantthart ever God did Authorize it, © And ir ſeetns iated- 


.Sether, rieedleſs; that the Fewiſh Ceremonies mhoutd ,:as ro their TS 


.Neceflity at leaſt, expire and beabrogated; af others might ſucceed 
in their roome, and beas ſtriftly.commanded, as ever theformer 
were : Forithis only recurnes-us to our Bondape-apaln, 'whichis ſo 


% 


much the mare intolcrable; irrthac our Religionisſtited the Perfet7 Jac.1.25. | 


> 


Law of Liberty : which Liberry 1 underſtand not whereirtit con- 
fats; if in things Neceſſary;;. we are already determined by God, 
B 2 ” and 
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Conterning Things Indifferent 


andin things Tndifferent we may ſtill be tied up to Hamane Ordinen- 


ces and Onrfide Rites,at the pleaſure of our Chriſtian Magiſtrates. 

To theſe.Scriptures which dire&ly deny all Impoſition, may. be 
added all thoſe Texts, which conſequentially do ir, ſuch asare Ds 
to others, as you would have others do to you: And whois there that 
would have his Conſcience impoſed upon? Ard, Tos that are 
ftrong, bear with the Infirmity of the weak, Whereas this PraQtiſe 
will be ſo farre from eaſing the Burdes of the weak; thatifmenare 


- * atallſcrupulovs, it only laies more load upon them. Theſe Scrip. 


tures; with many hundreds thelike, ſhow chat this kind of Rigour 


* bsnteerlyinconſ.ſtent with the Rules of Chriſtian Forbearance ard 


Charity, which no Chriſtian Magiſtrate ought to think himſelfe 
abſolycd from : Since though as a Magiſtrate he hath a Powerin 
Civill things, yet as a 'Chriſt;an, he ought to have a care thar 
in things of ſpiritual concernment he grieve. not .the minds of 
any ,. who are upon that Relation, 'not' his Subjeas, fo much 
as his Brethren :; and therefore fince they have left their Natu- 
rall, ard yotumarily parted with their Ci2://, they ought rot to be 
entrenchedtpon in their Spiritxall Freedcme : eſpecially by ſuch 
2 Magiſtrate, who owning the ſame Principles:of Religion with 
tbem, 15thereby engagedro uſe his Power, :'only to fupporr, and 
not toenſnarethem- * to'Bound perhaps; butnor to Abridge their 
Liberty; to keep it indeed fron runing into Licencionſneſs (which 
is a Morall Evill) but not to; Shackle, Undermine and Fetter it, un- 
der pretence of Decencyand Order. Which when once it comes 
To be an Qrder of conſtraint,” and not of conſent, itis nothing elſe 
Hut in the Impoſer, Tyranny .in the/perſon Impoſed upon, Zow- 
dage : and makesbim to be, what inthingsappertaining to Reli.- 


J wah an we are forbidden to be, viz. The ſervants of men. Ye are 
0 


#gbr, ſaith the Apoſtle, with a price, and manumitred by Chriſt, 
be you not the Strvants of men :\ which probibition doth nor forbid 
. Civill Sefvice,. for be ſaid a'little before; Arr 1bou called while 


Verfe 21. zhow art a ſervant ? care not\for it; but if thou canſt be free, 


' wſe 5t rather, Implying,, . that Cwill: Liberty is:ro. be preferred 
. before ſervitude, yet not to be. much 'contended for, but held as 
,a matterIndifferent ; dut when once our Maſters, fhallextendtheir 


" Rulcoyer the Conſcience, then.this precept holds valid, be ye nos 
. able. eruants of men. 4s Eg ae 


We 


become. In 
_(exring,: and not of Gods owning... .*_ 
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in' Religions Worſhip. 


moſt ſweet and complying diſpoſition ; he fayzs of bimſelf, that, 


he came. Eating aud Drinking, 3. e., doing the common Actions 


upon that, hich God 
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2. 'The ſecond Argument our Saviour uſesis, That tr ſe things 


bee rpſ this Rule, That when ,or.ce Hamane Inventions 
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, aid not aefile A040, bo Ce: as tO his mind;aad conſcience. To eat 
, with »mgſbed bands was at the work, but a point. of.JQill mpanOerh 


and opbenglome erhage or indecyal +, Put not, n impious or vu 
godly thing ;. and therefore more .likely'ro, offend nice, tomacks, 


- 


© than'fcrupulousconſtiences. Whoſe fatisfaRionin ſuch, thin 


IS As 
theſe our Saviour did not at all. ſtudy... From ehgncy Figtiee, 
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Concenine Things Ihdifferent 


That in the worſhip of God we are chiefly to look after the'$ub- 
fance of things; and as for Circamſtances,they are either not worth 
ourNorice, orelſe will b: Anfwerible to our Tnward Imprefions ; 


accotding to which our Saviourin another place, fayes, O blinde 
Phariſee, cleanſe firſt rhe' Inſide of the Cup,' and of the Platter, 
that fo the outſide may be clean, hereby implying, that a Renewed 
Heart, will be ſure ro make a changed and ſeemly behaviour ,, wher2= 
as the moſt ſpecious ourſide is conſiſtent with Toward Filth and Rort- 
cenneſſe, So that they who preſſe outward toxformity in Divine 
Worſhip, endeavour to ſerve God the-wrong way, and often times 
do only force Carnal and Hypocritical men to preſent God a Sacri- 
fice which he abhorres; while to others thatare more Tender and 
Scrapulous, they make the Sacrifice it ſelf unpleaſant, becauſe 
on will nor let it be, what God would have it, a Free-will- 
off ers np. | En £ 
"2 My ſecond Inſtance ſhall be the Reſolution of the Apoſtles in 
that Famous and Important Quere, concerning the fewiſh Cere- 
monies, whether they were to be impoſed or not; after a long ai- 
Spute to finds out the Tyurh ( wnis. apfnrinus jrouirs, ſayes the 
Text) Peter direRly oppoſes thofe: Rires, . Why, fayes he, doe ye 
tempt God, by putting a Yoke upon the Neck of the Diſciples. 1h- 
timating that to put a Toke upon others '( and to impoſe in things 
indifferent is certainly a great one) from which, God hath either 
expreſly freed us,by commanting ene contrary : or elſe tacitly freed 
us, by not commanding them: -This is roi elſe, but. to. Tempt 
Ged, 5nd to pretend to be,more Wiſe and = y than he. Again, 
Fames decries thoſe Ceremonies, upon this ſcore, leaſt th:y ſhould 
( mgwoxev ) be tronbleſome to the converted Gentiles; implying, 
thar howeyer men may think it a ſmall matter, ro impoſe an 7v- 
'&ſferent thing, yet indeed iris, an infinire' Troubte- and marrer of 
vier to the Patty Impoſed 'upor, becauſe he is thereby Uiſ- 
Fara from uſing his Liferry, inthar which he knows to' be 1ndif- 
... Upon thehearing of theſe two, the Refule of che, whole Conncel 
was, that the Brovhres ſhould not be impoſed*apon,. alrhough the 
Arguments for conformity were much ſtronger then, thei pow they 
' cat be;; becauſe the Femg in all probabilicy., mght rhereby have 
 beenthe ſooner wonne over'to the Chriſtian Perſwaſion, The De- 
cree which thar Apoſtolical, and truly Chriſtian Fy"0d makes is very 
obſervable, : 1. From 


« 
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in Religivits Worſhip. | 

1. From the Stile they ule, Ir ſeems good (ay they) to the 
holy Ghoſt, nd to s,—fo that who ever exerciſes the ſame 5mpo=« 
ſing power , -hiad need be ſure he hath the fame Divine Antho= 
rity, for fear' be onely raſhly aſſumes whar'wss never granted 


2. From the things they Imgoſe, 7+ ſcemes good, &c. (lay they) 
ro lay upon you wo greater burden than theſe neceſſary things, That 


you abſtain from things offered to Taels, from Blood, from things ftran- 


gled, and from Fornication. Whence Iobſerve, | 

- I, That they call their Impoſition &«yg&, a weight, or bur- 
den, which is not unneceſſarily ro be layed on the ſhoulders of 
any. ; | 
' 2. They ſay, they forbid onely # #mragmus mune——T heſe very 
Neceſſary things, to ſhow,” that Neceſſary things onely, and not 


TndiFerent, ſhould be the macter of ourImpoſition. 


-For whereas ſome gather fromhence, thar the Church, 5.where 


a State is Chriſtian, the Chriſt;an Magiſtrate, bath a power to ob- 
| liege men tothedoing of things he commands, though in their 


own Nature they be indifferent; becauſe they ſuppoſe that the 

Apoſtles did ſo,as for example, in forbidding to ear Blood, therefore. 

C( fider, x Oo — Ae | OR - = ; | | 
7. That this is quite contrary to the Apoſtles ſcope, whoſe by- 


fineſs was to Eaſe and Free, and not to Tie up their Brethren , 


and therefore they ſay, they meerly do Jay upon th-m rhings very 
oo on OO EE. 
'2, Thatall thoſe things they forbid, were. not ndifferenc, but 
long before prohibited by. God, not oniy inthe Ceremonial, bur 
in bis Poſcrsve Law, and therefore obligatory, whereupon the, A- 
poſtles call them Neceſſary, 5. things neceſſary to be forboro, even, 
before they had made any Decree againſt chem. As CC 
_ I, Eidwnigurn, 5, The meat El things offered to: Idsls ; Toecatof 
them was not in'all caſes indifferent, for t do it With conſcience 
of the Idol, i. intending thereby to worſhip. the Idol, this was a 
thirig againſt the ſecond Commandment. But if a man was convit- 
ced that the 7do/ was, nothing, and therefore the meat, chough. 
conſecrated, was Free to him. : Yet if his weaker Brother was. 
offended; he was thento abſtain in obſervance of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity and Condeſcenſion : Burtif the Eat-r himſelf 4d doxbs, then 
was he to forbear for his own peace and quier's ſake, for to w_ 
Z while 


LY 


Concerning Things Indifſerent 


while he was unſacisfied whecher it was lawfull or not, was nothing 
elſe but to condemn himſ:1f, as the Apoſtle ſayes, He that dowbrs, 
6 (not damned, as we render it, but zmwuremu—) condemned, 
i. Self-condemn'd if heeat, becauſe he doth rhat which he inward- 
ly dotheicher not approve, orelle at leaſt ſuſp:&s, thar it is nor. 
lawfull ; ſo chat the Caſe of eating #daodvrm, being ſo nice, and 
ſo apt to be miſtaken : the Apoſtles do mak? their Prohibicion 
Univerſal , as that which was moſt ſafe, and leaſt ſubjeR to 
ſcruple. Co 


2. 81a and arxri, Blood : i.e. Fleſh with the blood; . or,as ſome, 
Raw fleſb;, and Things ſtrangled; to eatrheſe was nor indifferent, 
bur prohibiredlons betore by God, in his Law given to Noah. 
And therefore the Apoſtles Prohibition here, 1s not tg be interpre-. 
ted, astheir givinga Temporary Law , with reſp had to the* 
then Conſtitution and economy of the Fews { as fome weakly and. 
without ground from Scripture, IMAnE s but rather as a Revi- 
ving and Reenforcing an old Law, which being given by. God to. 
Noah, both then was, and flill is Obligatory to all his Poſterity, 
God having no where diſpenſed with it, G : : 


F . 
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3. Laſtly, Tegreie, if you render it Fornication, then it is Eyi+ 


dently concrary to thoſe Precepts of Purity; Holineſs and; Perfe-; 


ion; which God evyery whererequires. But if you- expound it, 
as many learned men do, Unlawful Copulations , then the Pro- 
hibition enforces upon usthe obſervance of thoſe Laws concerning 
Marriage, which are recordedinLevir. 18.-and which iseyidenc, 
are not in their own Nature indifferent, ſince marrying with our 
Atother, Siſter , of Daughter, th2 Heathen Plaro, and the Gre- 
cianLaws condemned even by the light' of Nature. And God, 
there in that Chap:er, calls the contrary Practices, Abominable C a- 
Pomes, for which he threatens to root eyen the Heathen out,—4, 
_ 27.Ad fin, EE nn”. 
From what has been ſaid out of this Triſtance, '1 conclude, That: 
face, 1. The Apoſtles, though divinely infpired; yet did nor” 
impoſe we Rites upon the Church , by their own proper Power, 
but joyn themſelves with the Huy Gheft, as being AQ-.d and Com- 
miſſioned by him. Since, . z. They uſe no Arguments from De-' 
cency to juſtifie theirImpoſition, nor lay any Urneceſſary Burden 
upon any, by forbidding or enjoyning things purely Indifferent, 
buc onely prohibit ſuch things, as they call, and it is. clzar from 
| what 


in \Religtous Worſhip. 
whathas been ſaid, thatthey were Veceſſ.ry. And laſlly, firce 

the Recaining ſome of the more Innocent and lefſe Burdenſome 
Ceremonies of the fews, in point of Order and Convenience only, 

would in all probability have been the readieſt means to bring char 
' Preciſe and Superſticious People unto a Compliance with the Go- 

ſpel ; and without doubt for that reaſon would have been enjoyn- 

ed had the Apoſtles conceived they had any power to haye medled 

with them. Hence] conclude for Perſons, !1.Who bave no ſuch Au- 

thoricy. 2. In things much more indifferent. Andlaſtly, Where 

the Neceſlity of conforming is nothing neer ſo preſſing andurgenr. 

For ſuch, fay,to take upon themſelves an Arbirrzryand an Impoſing 
- & Power it 1s altogether Vnwarrantable,and conſequently finfall. 

—» * 3, Mylaſtinſtanceſhall be that of the Apoſtle Paul, who was 

* of an Univerſally Complying carriage, heſayes of himſeif, Thar 

be became all things to all men,even to Do a a Few, &c. with many 1 Cor.y. 
more words to the ſame purpoſe. And to ſhow his Ziberty, hecir= 15523-- 
cumciſed 75mothy, though a Greeke , that he mighr gain the Fews agg 
#n thoſe parts. But whenonce a Set of men roſe up, who be. 

gan topreachthe Neceſſity of Circumciſion, he doth in many pla- 
cesſ(harplyinveigh againſt them, calling them doggs, evil Workers, 

and in derifion, x4-}9unr, or the Concrfpon, anon bis Ept- 

ſle to the Galatians, wich bidding them to beware of ſuch, as la- 
boured to boaſt in their fleſh, i. loughtto br.ng them unto a Cox- 
formity in thole outward Ordinances. Nay fo jealous and preciſely 
carefull was that Apoſtle of this great Chriſtian Pr:iwiledge and 
Charter, viz. Freedom in Tndifferent things, that he could nor 
brook ſo much as Perer*s ſuſpicious carriage in thac particular, but 

for his Di//imslation, and pretending to beleſſe Free, than he was; 

Paul ſayes,* That he openly reproved him to his Face. And for 01, 
other Falſe Brethren, who crept into their Afſ-mblies, meerly to 

ſpie out their liberty , and without doubt, uſcd the fame Argu- 

ments for Conformity, which many do now , the Apoſt.e fayes, 

He refifted them, and yeelded not to them ſo much as for a moment , 

And thac he might for ever preſerve his Gal:rians from being en- 
ſnared, and brought under bondage again, he leaves them the Ca. 

veat, I mentioned before, Strand faft in your liberty, &c. From 
whence I inferre, thatſo longasa thing is left Indifferent,- though 
there be ſome ſuſpicion of Sperſtition in it, we may lawfully pra- 
Qiſcit, as Parl did Circumciſion : But when any ſhall take upon 
WD C mM 
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Concernins Things Tnaifferent 

them to meke it Neceſſary, thenthe thing ſo impoſed preſently fo. 
ſes nor its Liberty only, bur likewiſe its Lawf»lneſſe, and we may 
not, without Breach of the Apoſtles Precept, ſubmir ,unto it : be- 
- cauſe we thereby doown, thatthoſe whole injunctions we obey, 
had a power to impole; and ſo, by aflenting, we become aberters 
and promoters of their V/wrpation. | 

4. My laſt Argument again{t Impcſpricns, ſhall be taken from the 
Tn.conveniences that attend ſuch a practiſe. Forthovgh I lay lictle 
reſſe upon ſuch kind, of Argumerts ( becauſe Trethis to be tri-d 
' by its Evidence, andnot by its Conſequences) yet becauie, 1, In 
Principles,on which moral Ations are gerounded,the [nconveniences, 
do uſe to be weigbed,ard that Dotrin for the moſt part ſeems mg 


'True,at leaſt molt Plauſible, which is arrended by feweſt Inconvenit.. #7 * 


erces: 8nd becauſe, 2. The Oppoſersof Liberty, have very lit- 


tl: elſe to urge far themſelves, but by pretending the many incon- ' Shire 


veniences that flow fromir. Therfore I ſhall clearly prove that many 
more Abſard,;and more Deſirv#iveard Fatal Conſequences attend 
the DoErine of Impeſ1i0ns,then the DoErine of Chriſtiantiberty. As 
1. The firſt J=convenience is, the Impoſlibility ro fix a point 
where the T=poſer willſtop.. : For do bur once grant, That the' 27a- 
2iftrate hath power toimpoſe, and then we lie at his mercy, how 
tarre he will go. Forthe Marriage of Miniſters, holy Unition, 
Conſecrating the Heſt, &c. areas indifferent intheir own nature, 
 asUfingthe Croſſe, -or S*rplice. Andifthe Magiſtrate hath irdeed 
lawful] powerto Impoſe, he may as well Command thoſe.as theſe: 
eſpecially if be be convinced that they are either Decent or Conve- 
ient;, acwhich door haveentred in all thoſe greſſe Fooleries, which 
are inthe Popz/b worſhip: any of which, take them ſingly, and 
apart from the Circumſtarces which determine them, ſo they are 
TIndifferent, and may, for ought] know, be conſcientiouſly obſer- 
ved. Bur putthem together, ard conſider the Power which in.po- 
fs, and the End which continues them, fo they are the groſs 
Taelatry, and the wileft Tyranny that ever yet was praQtiſed. For 
weare for the moſt part miſtaken in the Notion of Popery,if we fee 
a Swurplice,ora Croſs,0r Organs,or Buwing,we preſently ery out: Po+ 
pery:wherasT think ita more maniteſt.ſign of Popery.o forbid theſe 
ſtings, as we do, under Penalties, than to practiſe them with 
Freeaeme. 11 urderſland any thing of Azrichrif, his Nature 
ſeems to meto conſiſt inthis,, That he As in a way conraryro 
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ERS 7) Religions Worſhip. | To 
Chriſt, ;.e. infleadof a ſpiricnal, he brings in a Deviſed Wor- 
ſexp ; andinſtead of Freedome, layes a Conftrainr even'upon our 
Devotion. Sothar, as Fohn in his Revelation fayes of him, Men -. 
ſhall neither buy, nor ſell, Who have not his mark, i. who do not 
ſerve Godinthar outward way, which he commands, $o that 
awhoever doth own the Dofrine of [mpoſition, though in the ſmal- 
leſt circumſtance of Worſhip, he brings1n the Efſence, chough na 
the Name of Popery ; and layes downthat for his Foundation, on - 
which all the Will-worſhip, which this day reigns in the world, is 
bottomed. For whatever opinions we have concerning the Neceſ- 
fity of Bowing, Kneeling, or thelike, while they ſtand confined 
...__ toour private praGiſes, they are at worſt but Hay and ſxbs/e, 
©. avhich willperiſh at the day of account, though he that doth chem 2 Cor.;3. 
24 may very well be ſaved. But when once a man goes further, and 
->® not content with bis Perſwaſions, envies his Brother that Liberty, 
» - which be himſelf deſires to enjoy ; and ſeeks to obtrude his Con- 
| "© >*teits upon others, who perhaps are not ſo well ſatisfied as he is: 
Whoever doth this,” becomes Impious to God, by invading his 
Sovereignty, and lording it over another mans Conſcience; -and 
likewiſe Injurious to men, by preſling ſuch things, as are onely 
Baits to the Careleſſe, and Traps for the Conſcientiozs, I know 
very well, thac the Argument is ſpecious, and often urged—Why | o& 
ſnould men be ſo ſcrupulous ? molt pleading for Ceremonies, as 
Lot did for Zoar, Are not they little things? ButT anſwrr, 
7. Thar a little thing unwarrantably done is a great ſin. 2. Thar 
a lirtle thing unjuſtly gained, makes way fora greater : and there- 7 
fore we ſhould not let the Serpent get in his Head, low b-autiſull ſo 
everit ſeems, lealt he brings in bis Taz/, and with chat his Zing.--- 
How curious evenalmoſt to Swperſtition, our Saviour and his A- 
poſtles, eſpecially Par, were, I have already mentioned; by 
whoſe Example we are little profited,; if. we do not learn, that in «Mp 
Impoſitions we arenot ſo much to confiderhow fmall and inconſi- | 
derable the thing impoſed is, as how lawfull it is : Not, whart ic 
isin itſelf, as whether it tends, and what will be the Conſequence 
of 1ts Admiſſion. For the ſmalierthe thing impoſed is, che more 
is our Chriſtian Libertyinvaded, and conſequently the more inju- | 
rz0usand fintull is1ts 1mpoſition. | a 
2. Theſ:condInconvenience is, thatit quite inverts the Nature - 
of Chriſtian Religion , not only by taking away its Freedome, bur 
2 likewiſe 
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2 Concerning 'Things Tndifferent 
ikewiſe its Firitwality, eur Saviour ſayes, that God will -now be 
worſhipped not in {how, and Ceremony, but  #irit, 4nd in 
truth, whereas this Def&rine of Twipoſitions, piacesic in ſuch things; 
in the obſeryaxce of which, Sperſticicn will be ſure to ouc-Go De- 
votion. Bur trae Religion, like the ſpirits of wine or ſubcie effen- 
ces,when ey<ritcomes to be Opened and Expoſed co view, runs the 
hazard ol b-ing preſently diſpirited and loſt. in the ſervice ot God 
there isa vaſt difference, between Parity and Pomp, berween ſpirit 
ard fplendour; whereas the Impoleronly drivesat and improves the 
later ; but of the former is aitopether ſecure and carcleſſ-, as is c- 
vident in thoſe places, where Uniformity is molt ſtrictly pra- 
Riſed. | 
3. Thirdly, This Do&rine making no proviſion at all for ſuch as. 
are ſcerupnlous and tender, ſuppoſesthe ſame meaſure of Faithin all, 
whereas nothing is moreclear than, as the Apoltle ſayes concern- 
b- ing Things offered to Tdels, fo concerging Ceremonies, I may ſay; 
. that Al have not knowledg. Bu: to this day many rhereare utteriy un- 
ſatisfied with the Lawfzlneſſe of any, and moſt are convinced of 
2 the Uſ/ele/ncfſe of them all. Whole Conſciences, how erroneous. 
_ ſo-yer, yetareto be Tenderly and Gently dealt with ; leaſt by our 
— Rigid Commanding what they can by no means comply wich, we 
i bring them untothat Dangerous Dilemmas, either of breaking cheir 
_ Inward Peace and Comfott, by doing outwardly what they do not 
3 inwardly approve of : or elſe of running themſelves upon the 
Rocks of Poverty and Prejudice, by dilobeying what is command- 
ed. Forthough we are uponall occaſionsto ſuffer gladly, yer ler 
_ not Reuben {mite Ephraim , let us not receive our Wonnds. in the 
ix! houſe of our Friends, tor then our ſufferings will be ſharpned from 
3 | the conſideration of the Unkindnels; that onr Brethres ſhould put 
is us upon the Trial of our Faith and Patience, eſpecially in ſuch 
F things, which while the 1»poſer calls Indifferent, he thereby ac- 
knowledges, that they may very. weil.be ſpared. 
: 4. ThelaſtInconvenience is, that by /mpoſerions,eſpecially when 
[} the Penalty is ſevere, we ſeem to lay as much weight and tre upon 
11 theſe Ina:frerent things, as upon any the moſt materiall parts of 
"= our Religion. This Rigid Irreſp<Rive obtruding of ſmall things, 
1 | - makes no difference at all betwcer. Ceremony and Subſtance. So that 
t a man who were not aChrif:av at all, would tind as good, nay per- 
kaps betcer uſage from the Jwpoſer; then he who ing 
endea« - 
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endeayouring to live up to other parts oi Chriſtian Faith, ſhall yet 
forbear to pr: Rice thele Ceremonies : Which is not only Harſhand 
Cruel, bur very Irco: eruous dealing, that a Jew Or Mahumedan, 
ſhall be better regarded thin a weak ard {crupuloxs Chriſtian, This 
is nothing elſe but to dale with Chriſtians as Fephtha did with the 
Ephraimites, to kill them for no weiglutier crime, than becauſe they 
canr.0t pronource Shibtclerh. 

To thoſe Jnccavenicnies 1 might adde the certain decay of the 
crowth of Religion asto its inward Purity, while there is this Di- 
guiſe and Maske of needlels Ceremonies upon it to keepit under; 
bur thoſe which I have already urged, are fo great, that thoſe which 
are cOMIMonly inſiſted upon by men of anoiher Perſwaſion, are rot 
atall robepur into the Balance wich them : as wii appear by this 
brief Anſwer, to their main Objections. 

1. They obje& that this will be the way to beget all manner of 
Diſoraer ard Confaſicn ; that every man will have a ſeverall Faſhi- 
on and Cuſtome by himſelf; and for want of U=iformity and 
( eremeny, the zmity and eſſence of Religion will periſh. But I 
anſwer. 

1. Doth anyplead for Baal ? He that will abuſe the Principle of 
Liberty, to juſtifie his Licenciouſneſs of Life, let him know that the 
AMagiſtrate bears not the Sword in vain, but hasitto cur off ſuch of- 
fenders. If you ſuffer as Chriſtians, laiththe Apoſile, rejoyee at it; 2 Pet. 14. 
Bur let none ſuffer , as a Thief, Murderer, K4x974%, 1, a feditious 
perſon or State Incendiary , Or, asa buſie intermealer in other mens 
matters : for he that doth theſe Fg ſuffers julily, nor can he 
plead any thing from the Goel, which isa Rule of ſtriftneſs, to ex- 
empt him from Puniſhment, But 

2. This Ds/order, which is ſo vehemently and fo Tragically ag- 
Eravated,and for the prevention of whichCeremonzes,muit be inven. 
ted ard forced, is indeed nothinge)ſe but a Malicious and [ll ſound- 
ing name, pur uþÞonanexcellent & moſt comely thing,s.e.variery.For 
as God, though he be a God of Order, hath not made all men of one 
countenance, and in the world hath given ſeyerall and divers ſzapes 
to many things which yet are the ſame for ſxbſtance ; ſfoin the Al- 
ſemblies ofhis People, who all come to Honour him, and agree in | i 
the Eſſence of his Worſhip, why ſhould we doubt bur God will be " 
well pleaſed with their variety in Circumſtances; the exerciſe | : 
of which not only their Conſciences do prompt, but God __— 

ot 
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Concerning Things Indifferent 
doth induce them to, becanſe in his Word h2 hath not preſcribed 
any on2 Oztward Forme, that all ſhould neceſſari:y agree in; but 

in ſuch chings bath lefr chem to the Dictares of their own Spirits, | 
and the guidance of Chriſtian prudence , which Farzry is fo farre | 
from deing a Confujion, that nas, he be more Comely and Har- 
monious, as ſerving to ſer out the Indulgence of God, the different 

Actings of the Holy Spirit, and,the Liperty of the Saints, who pre- 
ferve Vnityin mind , without Vniformity in Behaviour, 

2. The fecond Obj:&ion is the praRiice of the Fewih Priaces,who 

as ſoon as ever they were enſtalled 1n their Kingdomes, ſet upon r e- 

ferming the Howſe of God, and impofing upon all a Form of Worſhip: 

Which fince all Scr: pt ure 15 Written by Divine Inſpiration, and for our 

Inſtruftion , ſeems to be a leading caſe that Chrifian Princes 
ſhould imitate them, and do ſo likewiſe. But] anſwer. 

1. Though Arguments taken from A»alogy are of yery little 
weight, when Poſicive Preceprs are required, yetI will granc, that 
the Piety of theew:/b,is,and ought co be exemplary to the Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates, --- but withall I deny the Inference, ſince the Fewih 
Princes, when they Reformed Relzg102, they therein followed a D;- 
vine Law, which did command it from them, and which, in th: mi- ; 
nuteft circumſtances, had provided for «»iformiry of Wor/aip: from , 
which Rigor and Retiraint all Chriſtians are abſolved, and therefore 
it is yery unconciuding to Argue from the Fews, who had, to the 
Chriſtian Magiſt+'ate, who wants Divine Authority. To this isal- 
ſo Obzeated. | — | f 

3. That ſince things Neceſſary to the worſhip of God, bealready 
determined by God, and overthem the Afagiſtrare bas no power ; 
if likewiſe be ſhould have no Power in 1naifferent Things, then it 
would follow, thatin things appercaining to Relipion,, the Chri- 
ftian Magiftrate had no power ar all --- which chey think to be very 
Abſurd --- ſorhe Reverend and Learned Mr Houokerand DF Sander- 
ſon... Butlanſwer, . * i | 

. - 1. Thatitisno Abfurdityat all, that Princes ſhould have no more 

- power in ordering the things of God, than God himſelt hath al- 

lowed them. And if God hath no where given chem ſuch an1m- 
poſing Powes, they muſt be content to go without ir. But41n. this 
caſe, where will the Chriſtian Magiftrate find his Warrant, * the 
Scriptures being utterly filent, chat heis now to take ſuch Authori- 
ry upon him, which, becapſe the thing concerns not man , *bur the 
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in Religious Worſhip. 
Worſt .ip of God, had ic been rhought neceſſary and Fit, would cer- 
- tainly not have been omirced. 

2. Itis ſofarre trom beirgan Argument for 1» poſiticns, tO urge 
thatthe ching In:poſed is T»aifferet, rhat there cannot be a ſtronger 
Argument ag#inltthem : 1rce iris is as requiſiteto Chriſtian Pra- 
ice, that Things Inifferent , ſtould full be kept Indiffercsr, 
es Things Neceſſary, be held Neceſſary, -— As I have already 
proved. .. | | 

Laſtly, Itis much more ſuited to the Nature of the Goſpel, that 
Chriſtian Princes ſhould reforme Religion, rather by the example | 
of their Lite, than by the ſeverity of their Laws, and if they may 
ſhow their power atall in this cafe, it ſhouldrather be by Sul/tra- 
Aing.,. then by Aaaing. ---By taking away all imp-rtinerces, 
which may hinder the Progreſs ot ir, Wt, 5 rban by oUtruding un- 
wartantable Methods, to tye all menup to ſuch Outward Formes; 
as may make Piety ſuſpected only for. Policy diſguiſed. 

Much more might be ſaid for this from Azrheriry, but I willing-- 
ly wave it. - For if Scriprureard Reaſon will not prevaile to hinder 
Impoſiticns,1 have no cauſe ro expect that any ſentences from Anti- 
quity ſhould. --- Only this is certain, that all the Writings of the 
Chriſtiars forthe firſt three hundred years, are full of nothirg elſe 
bur ſuch Arguments asevincea L:ierty, more Abſolute and Univer- 
fallthanI contend for. And likewiſe it may be of ſome weight, 
that the Churches Dofrine was then more pure, their Diſcipline 
more ſtri& and ſevere than, now , and yet they had nothing bur 
XMutuall Conſent, either to Eſtab.iſhor ProteRir. The Magiſtrates 
being all againſt them. --- But when once Conffantine took upon 
bim to managethe Aﬀairsof the Charch, and by Penall Laws,ratifi- 
ed and confirmed Church Orders. --- He laid that foundation of 4n- 
Se Tyranny, which prefentty after him, his Son Conftanting 
exerciſed againit the Aſſertors of the Trmity : and, the Churches 
worldly power encreaſing as faſt, as the purity ofReligion did de- 
craſe , the Biſhops of Reme within a few years, gained to them- 
ſelves, and have ever fince practiſed ſeverely againſt ſuch, whom 
they call Heretiþs, 5. Deniers of their Factions Doctrine; and op- 
poſersof their moſt Ungoſpel-hke, but indeed moſt Politick and. ' 
Prudentiall Tmpoſitions. 

W hoſe furiovs and bloudy Tenets have, like ſubtle Poiſon, run 
through the Veines ofalmoſt all Profeſſors , ſcarce any ſort even 
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Concerning Things Indifferent\&c. 


-of proteſtantgallowing ro ohers hat Liberty. 0! "Religion ;- which at © 
the beginning of their S:&s , . they jultly challenged 59. :hemſelves, 
Nor is;hereany Hope, that th: world ſhou!d b: treed from Cruel- 

- diſguiſed under the name of zeal, riil-ic pleaſed God to informe 
ſtrates, how faruheir Commiſſion reaches; that their pro- 

per Provitice is only overihe Body, rorepreſs and correc thoſemo» 
rall yices, to which our Ontwerd manis ſubje& i Bur asfor Chriſti- 
anRei on, fince it is ſo Pureand Simple, lo free from Stateand 
;ficence., 10 Gentle and- Complying with tfte, meaheſt 

- it | wichall ſo. remore: from Harſbye/s, Rifont; and $e> 

ſtrare moſt Þ conſuls = hop honour ago his 

os ty, it being trick to himſelf, he leaves all othersin theſe, Ove= 
Gena, ebing their Inward Convictions, "Which Liberty, is. 
farre from weakning, thar it is indeed. che. x D 

fides gaining the Peoples Love (eſpecially. the moſt Conſcis 

2r of them) it dothi in aſpeciall manner entirſe-him 


: Since ig.notpretending to be wiſerthen God, 
i the free d Unc Today Paſſage, which our Sa+ 
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